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word into uttered speech are the Rishis. Seated in the highel
consciousness, they see divine truths through Revelation ; they
hear the dhvani of divine truths through inspiration, and 'they
express these as mantras through the uttered speech of the illu-
mined mind and intelligence. About this mantra Sri Aurobindo
says: "There is also a speech, a supramental word, in which the
higher knowledge, vision or thought can clothe itself within w
for expression." (The Synthesis of Yoga, Chapter LXX).

Though all mantras of all Rishis may not be expressive o\
the highest truth, in the mantras of many Rishis in the world
there are expressions of intuitions and intuitive experiences
which are below the Supermind and the Overmind. So Sri
Aurobindo writes in Future Poetry: "The inspired word comes,
as said of the old Vedic seers, from the home of truth, sadanat
rtasya. The word comes secretly from above the mind but it
is plunged first into our intuitive depths and emerges imper-
fectly to be shaped by the poetic feeling and intelligence ....
the more we can bring in of its direct power of vision the more
intuitive and illumined becomes the word of our utterance/'
(The Future Poetry^ chap. "The Word and the Spirit"). The
sound form of the higher truth has to be received without
allowing it to be deformed or distorted by the mental intellect
or lower experiences, the mind and the vital have to be opened
as pure and transparent channels for the expression of the truth ;

only then we can find a pure speech-form of the truth even in
the gross word. The more a man approaches the Intuition, the
more illumined vision and poetic quality appear in his speech
and writing; for, in the language of the Vedas, the seer of the
mantra, the Rishi, is the poet. No doubt the age of the practical
use of the Sanskrit language is past; but today the truth has to
be expressed in the various current languages. The Hindus in
ancient times did not set any limits to seerhood. They have set
forth even the mantras of the Koran in the Allah LIpanishad.
Rishis were born in all countries. Mantras also have been
uttered in all languages. Today also the time has come for
invoking the mantrashakti in the various current languages of
the world. The modern age is rationalistic, so the language of
this age has the definitiveness and clearness characteristic of in-
tellectual discernment and reasoning. So the modern languages
are not suitable for the sound-symbols like the Vedas or for the
Vija mantras like the Tantra; still mantras can be expressed in
intellectual languages as we find in the Upanishads, the Gita and
the Chandi. The intellectual language of man such as English
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